
  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

       News From Ms. Ashley, Week of December 4 - 7, 2017 

The Great Spruce  

 

 This week I will be introducing a new book, The Great  

Spruce. Alec loves trees. He especially loves climbing trees. One  

particular tree is very special to Alec, a great spruce tree that his  

grandfather planted long ago. Soon, others start showing an  

interest in Alec’s spruce tree. They want to cut the tree down to  

display it in town for the holidays. What can Alec do to save his  

beloved tree? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________                  

Book Orders  

 

 I will be sending book orders home this week. As with orders in the past, you 

can turn in an order to me, here at school, or online using the code NJYYC. The great 

thing about these orders, is that the books are cheap and make a great gift! I 

strongly encourage looking through the pamphlet, and picking out a few favorites 

for the holidays. Orders are due by December 14th, and orders will arrive BEFORE 

winter break!  

___________________________________________________  
Emily Meschter Visit  

  

 Emily Meschter will be visiting the school next week! She brings each of the 

children a personalized cookie and gifts! Let’s look our best for our special guest! 

 
 

Red Week December 4 

Caring Parents December 5 

Curriculum Day December 7 

Emily Meschter Day December 11 

Book Orders Due December 14 

 

 
 

Disinfectant Wipes 

Peanut Butter & Bird Feed 

$5 Walmart Giftcards 

 

Thank you for all that you do! 

Contact Information: 

Ms. Ashley - 520-696-8915        

ashley.myers@fwusd.org 

Absences– Lety 520-696-8909 
 

Parent Tip: 
Head outside this week! Not only is it starting to cool down, but our book this week is about the 

great outdoors, and different types of trees. Why not take a family trip, and explore a new place. 

Focus on the different things you see, new smells, and maybe even touch a few new textures! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



  

Daily Notes for the week of: December 4 - 7 

 

 

Theme:  Life Together 

 

Weekly Learning Goals:  

 

1. To define new vocabulary, and predict the book’s storyline 

2. To compare and contrast pine and fir trees 

3. Learning Games with Ms. Ashley 

Books: The Great Spruce by John Duvall 

  & Best in Snow by April Pulley Sayre 

 

Song of the Week: “I'm the Happiest Christmas Tree” by Nat King Cole  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRPbYld42s0 

 

Vocabulary: Spruce, Transplant, Crane, Celebration 

  Ponderosa Pine, Douglas Fir, Conifer, Needles 

 

Monday: We will begin by touching, smelling, and experiencing pine needles. 

After, we will define new vocabulary words, and take a picture walk through our 

new book. In small groups, children will be creating bug habitats from recycled 

materials, and playing learning games with Ms. Ashley. Our afternoon STEAM 

activity, children will be exploring what happens when peppermints encounter 

warm water. 

 

Tuesday: We will start our day by looking at and talking about different items 

found in the story. After, we will read the book, The Great Spruce. In groups, we 

will be making pinecone bird feeders, and playing learning games with Ms. 

Ashley. Our afternoon STEAM activity, we will be conducting a science 

experiment that makes a snowman grow! 

 

Wednesday:  Children will start by making a list of different types of trees. After, 

we will define new vocabulary, and I will introduce a pine and fir tree. During 

groups, children will compare two different types of trees, and playing learning 

games with Ms. Ashley. Our afternoon STEAM activity, children will be making 

“symmetrical” snowflake art. 

 

Thursday: Curriculum Day – Holiday Traditions Around the World 

Our afternoon STEAM activities will be focusing on the color red, and journaling 

about what we learned during the week. 

 

 
**Please see the full lesson plan posted in the classroom if you would like to know which 

Arizona Early Learning Standards are being emphasized in this week’s curriculum.** 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRPbYld42s0

